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1.   INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE ?

Globally, scientists from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) agree that the earth’s climate is now changing due 
to greenhouse gas emissions from human activities such as burn-

Recent emissions are the highest in history, and the changes to the 
-

an increase in the intensity and frequency of storms, and changes 

In 2015, the world came together to agree on the Paris Accord, an international agreement to 
-

2

For many small island states, including Sey-
chelles, tourism has become a major con-
tributor to the local economy and one of the 

socio-economic living conditions of the local 

and change. Favorable climatic conditions at 
destinations are key attractions for tourists, 

In the context of Seychelles, we continue to 

activities such as nature walks, bird watching, marine leisure activities which include cruise tourism, 

climate and weather conditions. 



HOW  WILL CLIMATE CHANGE
AFFECT  TOURISM ? 
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2.   HOW WILL CLIMATE CHANGE                         
   AFFECT TOURISM ? 

to vacation closer to home.

more motivated to choose closer destinations, then Seychelles 
-

cordingly.

While there are a few cases like this where tourism in some areas 

-

-

3here

holiday destinations close to their home.
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3.   CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS      
ON TOURISM IN SEYCHELLES 

SEA LEVEL RISE 

and sea side tourism establishments and to certain extent hillside establishments as 
-

Small Island states in the Indian Ocean such as the Maldives and Seychelles have 
been listed amongst those islands under threat of sea level rise, along with others in 

-
ture along beaches are at highest risk.

INCREASE IN CYCLONES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION 

frequency and intensity of storms.  While the main islands of Seychelles remain out 
of the cyclone belt of the Indian Ocean, outer islands further south are vulnerable, 

as cyclones can cause heavy rains and wind even on the main islands (outside of 

4here
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SALT-WATER INTRUSION FROM RISING SEA LEVELS 

-
ter sources in farms, communities and tourism establishments (such on outlying 
islands) that rely on well water and want to avoid energy intensive desalination 

HEAVY RAINFALL AND FLOODING 

Cyclones in the region may not hit Seychelles’ main islands directly but they often 

lying coastal areas, and landslides along roads closing roads and causing damage to 

-

INCREASE IN STORM SURGES 

A storm surge is an abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm, mostly 

-

the region will likely mean higher risk of storm surges.  If Seychelles also gets 

coastal areas and cause severe damages to coastal infrastructure essential 
-

modation and catering establishments, etc.
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DESERTIFICATION AND WATER SCARCITY 

-

rainfall for water security. Water desalination is a solution but is very energy intensive, 

BIODIVERSITY

Seychelles unique biodiversity and natural ecosystems attract thousands of tourists each year.  

As the ocean warms and becomes more 
acidic (due to increased levels of CO2), this is 
damaging and killing coral reefs, a major at-
traction for Seychelles as a tourist destination 

-
dation of coral reefs will eventually have an 

-
lois diet and an attraction for tourists wishing 

the country.

Invasive alien species 

and these will shift to more suitable climatic regions. Sey-

-

-

imbalance in the ecosystem where they will be migrating. 

-

winds that determine where seaweed drifts can result in lo-

-

-
systems and discourages the demand for forested destina-
tions by tourists. Deforestation directly reduces the ability of 

emission of greenhouse gases (C02) from human activities.  

beauty and biodiversity for the tourism industry.

making water efficiency measures a must for profitable tourism establishments.

As the ocean warms and becomes more 
acidic (due to increased levels of CO2), this is 
damaging and killing coral reefs, a major at-
traction for Seychelles as a tourist destination 

-
dation of coral reefs will eventually have an 

-
lois diet and an attraction for tourists wishing 

the country.

Invasive alien species 

and these will shift to more suitable climatic regions. Sey-

-

-

imbalance in the ecosystem where they will be migrating. 

The  marine  environment  including  beaches  may  also  
-

winds that determine where seaweed drifts can result in lo-

-

-
systems and discourages the demand for forested destina-
tions by tourists. Deforestation directly reduces the ability of 

emission of greenhouse gases (C02) from human activities.  

beauty and biodiversity for the tourism industry.
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4.   WHAT CAN WE DO ? 

Although climate change is scary – there is a lot the tourism industry can do to address it.  Climate 
actions fall under two broad categories:

CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
-

7
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REDUCING THE CARBON FOOTPRINT 
OF TOURISM ESTABLISHMENTS

PLANT TREES
-

activities in the community 
where your business is lo-
cated. 

8
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-
tical guidelines for hotels and guesthouses to start reducing their greenhouse gas emissions (and 

USE GREEN TRANSPORTA-
TION 

-

car or taxis.

SAVE ENERGY 

when not needed and make 
it easy for guests to do the 
same.

USE LESS 
AIRCONDITIONING 
Set systems to an energy 

instead make use of fresh 
air by introducing natural 
ventilation within your build-
ing structure. 

SAVE WATER 
It takes a lot of energy to 
treat, distribute and heat wa-
ter, so the less we use, the 

rainwater harvesting can all 
-

ed water and lower your car-

to encourage guests to use 
towels and sheets for a few 
days rather than changing 
them every day.

MINIMIZE PACKAGING 
AND WASTE

-

reduce, reuse, and recycle 
your waste instead of throw-
ing things away.  Packaging 

-

of and the less you use the 

-

reduce, reuse, and recycle 
your waste instead of throw-
ing things away.  Packaging 

-

of and the less you use the 
fewer emission level you 
produce. 
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USE LOCAL FOODS
-
-

and lamb. Locally grown 

Plant based diets are grow-

reduce emissions.

ELIMINATE FOOD WASTE
-

leftovers to farmers or food 
-

ADOPT GREEN ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGY 
Many green technology 

in Seychelles, e.g. solar wa-
-

ACCESS CLIMATE 
FINANCING 
Find out from your 
local bank or from 

-
gy Commission (tell 

info@sec.sc about 
-
-
-

some of the costs or 
reduce taxes on ener-

energy or recycling 

business.

PARTICIPATE IN 
CLIMATE ACTION 
ORGANISED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT

-

Climate Change (tel 

-

linked to climate change 

to reduce greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions 
and see how you can 
collaborate with them. 

KEEP INFORMED

-
garding green tech-
nology by regularly 
browsing through so-
cial media networks.  
Find out more about 

-

by contacting the 

coordinating unit on 

or visit their website 
here. 

COLLABORATE 
WITH THE 
COMMUNITY 
Many local schools, 
businesses, faith 

-
-

ing to reduce carbon 
emissions.  Wherev-

-

climate action, and 

your own business 
cut emissions.

$
$
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PLANNING AHEAD FOR CLIMATE CHANGE

-

-

vibrant and resilient. 

ADOPT CLIMATE PROOF PLANNING 
-

clude adequate set-back distance from the beach, 
-

-
ists, as well as energy conservation through better 
building design.

CONDUCT A HAZARD ASSESSMENT OF YOUR 
PROPERTY 

-
rounding environment to detect changes as result 
of climate change, such as changes that have tak-

-
rounding environment to detect changes as or result 
of climate change, such as changes that have tak-
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REDUCE COASTAL EROSION

-

from erosion.  In areas near river outlets, mangroves 
-

or local NGO’s to seek relevant information regard-

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE COAST 

on vital coastal marine ecosystems. Coral reef and 
-
-

measure to combat climate change in the long term. 

PROTECT AND RESTORE COR-
AL REEFS 

-
kelers on how to avoid touching 
and breaking their fragile colo-

-

and other marine ecosystems.  
Many marine environmental 

-
ners from the tourism industry 

our coral reefs. Ask them how 
your business can contribute.

BUILD WITH CLIMATE PROOF-
ING IN MIND 
If you are conducting major 

-
ing or building new infrastruc-
ture ensure that you mainstream 

-

out which materials are more 
resistant to climatic conditions, 
or if there are new/innovative 

to extreme climatic conditions 
such as heat, high winds and 
heavy rains.  Seek advice from 
the Planning Authority, or from a 

are very knowledgeable about 
climate change).

SAVE WATER 
-

-

water conservation techniques.  

your grey water for gardening, 

-
vation measures by using water 
saving devices and other meth-

water demand during drought 

reduction on your water bills. 

seychelles.sc) for advice and 
guidance.
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CASE STUDIES

Heliconia Grove, Praslin 

Heliconia Grove, a self-catering establishment with 8 villas, based at Cote D’Or on 

-

•

-
ers that are switched on only on extreme rainy days. 

chlorine and other chemicals. 

-

towels. 

• Plants cultivated in the gardens require minimal watering and remain green 
throughout the year. 

CASE STUDIES
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CASE STUDIES

Hilton Seychelles Northholme 
Resort and Spa, Mahe

-

CASE STUDIES
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5.   USEFUL CONTACTS 

-

you started. 

-

for climate change and is ready to collaborate with 

-

Contact:

 / 
email@drdm.gov.sc 
Website: www.drdm.gov.sc 

reward tourism accommodations that have integrat-

used are of international standard but their devel-

are reassessed to ensure that they are maintaining 
their sustainability commitments. For information or 
advice contact:

jbristol@tourism.gov.sc
sstlsecretariat@gmail.com 
Website: www.sstl.sc

info@sec.sc

GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS

Change
For advice on any new or ongoing environmental 

-

adecommarmond@gov.sc
Website: www.meecc.gov.sc 

For advice about energy and water savings and 
strategies.

Website: 

For advice about green energy and technology, and 
For advice about green energy and technology, and 

+248-4610818

Website: 
info@sec.sc

www.sec.sc
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Contact the 

area.

Website: www.civilsociety.sc

-
servation and sustainable use of marine and coast-
al resources in Seychelles.  For further information 

info@mcss.sc 
Website: www.mcss.sc

freshwater and coral reef habitats, renewable energy 
and going carbon neutral.

nature@seychelles.net 
Website: www.natureseychelles.org  -  
www.education.natureseychelles.org

-

restore coastal ecosystems. Please contact:

 
Website :   

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOs)

-
-

ducing food waste and associated carbon emissions.

info@seychellessustainable.org
Website: www.seychellessustainable.org 

reducing waste, and saving energy and water and 
-

action.

Website: 

trass.seychelles@gmail.com     
Website: www.trass.org.sc 

Many organisations engaging in climate action are NGOs, many of which are keen to work with 

establishment, and willing to collaborate with you on local climate action, that are not on this list.
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Aviation, Ports and Marine.

design and layout
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This guide was written by the Risk Management Section, Tourism Department, Civil Aviation Ports 
and Marine.
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